< = eu x : - aaa - x nive 3 
Laken from Photograph by Hasher P sa Braden € Burford lith Indic olis. | 
OWI ELIE sore NORMAL SCHOOL, ^ Ja € Burford tit ludianapotis. 


TERRE HADTE INDIANA, | 


eG GOUT BLIO LIDAR: REFERENCE 
T 


Y 
i 


ERRE HAUTE, INDIANA 


"v 


DO NOT CIRCATE 


INDIANA STATE NORMAL SCHOOL—This is the first building of the original 


school. It was opened January 8, 1870. 


College history 
begins in 1855 


This is the first in a series of features 
about the history of Indiana State 
College. The Editor 


By BEN WATTERS 


In 1855 a proposal was brought 
before the Indiana legislature to 
initiate a Stato Normal School. 
Dr. Edmund T. Spotswood’s idea 
was referred to a committee and 
subsequently died for lack of sup- 
port. 

Again in 1865 the founding of a 
Normal School was mentioned. 
This time Baskin E. Rhoads, a 
Vermillion County representative, 
sponsored the bill. Unlike the at- 
tempts of Dr. Spotswood, the idea 
received favorable consideration. 

GOVERNOR OLIVER P. 

Morton called a special session 

of congress and Dec. 20, 1865 

the referendum was made law. 

While the bill called for a school, 
it did not provide a location. Legis- 
lators stipulated an allocaton of 
$79,999 for initial expenses and 


asked that any community wish- 
ing Indiana State Normal School 
should appeal with a minimum of 
$50,000. 

At the second meeting of the 
board, a trio of representatives 
from Terre Haute—John M. Olcott, 
J. H. Barr, and William R. Mc- 
Keen—made an offer of $50,000 
and real estate with an estimated 
valoe of $25,000. The offer was 
accepted and Mr. Olcott was made 
treasurer of the board at the same 
time. 

THE SEPTEMBER, 1866 
gathering of the trustees re- 
sulted in the decision to begin 
construction of a $100,000 build- 
ing. In August of the follow- 
ing year the cornerstone of 
the building was laid during 
an elaborate ceremony. 

Placed in the cornerstone was 
the petition of the 1500 Terre 
Haute citizens who wanted the 
State Normal School in their town, 
a history of Terre Haute, the laws 
of the school, and other articles 
and papers. 


Ma m- Y 
After many 


plans were made to open the 
school Jan. 6. 1870. When the 
inauguration arrived there was 
still much work to be done. There 
were no maps, facilities for lab- 
oratories, and the grounds were in 
shambles. Only the first two floors 
of the multi-storied structure were 
available for use. 


THE LIBRARY consisted 
entirely of a Bible and an un- 
abridged dictionary. 


“The inauguration ceremonies 
attendant upon the opening of the 
Normal School, having transpired 
yesterday and the Board having, 
as a body, attended upon them, 
the fact is now recorded for fu- 
ture reference and guidance that 
on this day, the 6th of January, | 
1870, the Indiana State Normal | 
School was regularly opened for 
pupils...” 

Thus, William O. Lynch in his 
“History of the Indiana State 
Teachers College" heralds the be- 
ginning of Indiana State College. 
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Growth of State Normal 


TiD -GTH E dE i . 
Recorded in State History 


By DOROTIIY J. CLARK 


An Act of the Indiana Legislature creating the State Normal Schoo] was 
approved December 20th, 1865. It declared "that the school shall be located 
at that place where the inhabitants shall make the largest donations for said 


school ... not less than $50,000 cash value . .. 
able facilities for the success of said school..." 


such place shall furnish reason- 


C =e 


_ Terre Haute surpassed all other points in competition with a cash appro- 
priation of $50,000 and a donation of the beautiful centrally located lot valued 


at $25,000. The petition was signed by 1,500 persons. 


J. A. Vrydagh was selected as the architect, and contracts were let to J. B. 
Hedden for brickwork, Wagner & McFarland for stone work, Captain Hook for 


wood work, Samuel T. Reese for finishing, Moore & Hagerty for roofing, W. J. 
Ball & Co. for iron, and R. Buckel for painting. semp 


The cornerstone was laid finished at the time of the fire 
August 13th, 1867, one of the which destroyed the Normal 
biggest days in the history of School, it could have furnished 
Terre Haute. The entireample accommodations until 
square was a the college was rebuilt. 
mass of peo- 
ple. The chief 


| burning, President Parsons de- 


ver, forty-four, were awarded 
their diplomas. 


tract for furnishing plans and 
supe 
While the building was stillmew 


On April 21st, 1888, the con- 


rintending work of tne 
building (fondly remem- 
ered by so many as the old 
dministration Building) was 


address of the cided to lose but one day of iH À 
day was de- school. He secured Dowling|let to Jenney & pe diu Lug 
livered by Dr. Hall for an assembly room and tects of Chicago, an kt l- 
Richard Ed- the basements of the churches commenced immediately. Al- s 
wards, Presi- | in the vicinity for classrooms. though the new building was hs 
dent of IHi- The Trustees of the Congrega- not entirely completed, it "m Q7 
nos State tional Church promptly offered occupied at the beginning o z9 
Normal the use of their church base-]the fall term in September, gx 
School. Sena- ment. The third floor of the |1889, eighty years ago. oe O 
tor Oliver P. old Rose Polytechnic Institute | From its very beginning the me 
Morton was Dorothy Clark |(10w Gerstmeyer High School) | college has been fortunate in i. n. 
here and I was offered for advanced | having on its faculty a multi- Y Oo 
made one of his remark-|classes. tude of eminent men and oc = 


able speeches. d ln 1885 President William 

The work of erecting the Wood Parsons led in the re- 
building required about 18 construction of the Normal 
months, and was completed School institution. Terre Haute 
near the close of 1869. It was citizens raised $50,000 for the 
regarded as one of the finest new building, and the General 
school buildings in the United Assembly appropriated $100,- 
States. 000. 

President William A. Jones On June 8, 1888, just two 
and a faculty of three opened short months after the State 
the new school on the morning Normal School building burned 
of January 6, 1870, with 21 to the ground, the seventeenth 
students attending. At the annual commencement was 
close of the first term there held in the high school assem- 
were 39 students, and the bly hall before a packed house. 
growth of the school was 
steady with 66 students at the 
close of the second term. 

The building was designed 
to handle one thousand stu- 
dents. Described as 190 feet 
in length, 115 feet in width, 


‘The largest graduating class 


women, They have written 
many of the textbooks used in 
the public schools, and have 
taken an active part in the 
building up of the Indiana 
school system as one of the 
best in the country. 
Established originally as the 
Indiana State Normal School, 
its name was changed by the 
General Assembly in 1929 to 
that of Indiana State Teach- 
er's College. Then in 1961 the 
name was changed to Indiana | 
State College, and finally in 
1965 to its present title of In- 
diana State University. 


and 90 feet high, the archi- 

tectural style was French Lic LIBRAR 
Renaissance. The original cost UN p STARE 

of $189,000 rose to $200,000 aft- yiGO C „yy SQUAR 

er the addition of steam heat- NE LAM DG A 4120 
ing, library, laboratory and Qs m. 14 INDIAN 

other improvements. TERRE WAU ic, 


For many years, by agree- 
ment, the city high school was 
located there, but the growth 
of both schools was so great 
that it was thought better to 
have separate buildings. 

It was not generally known 
that the new high school (now 
Wiley High School) covered 
more ground than the Normal 
Building, and that if its second 
floor and basement had been 


Bik JF G 
Lie ui 


ME 


L^ Ee Place é ) 
Jue -87 


Tribune - $foe 


President W, W. Parsons 
was on the second floor in the 
northeast room when he 
learned of the fire by secing 
police and fire- 
men rush into fmm 
the building. 
They told him i; 
the building was 
on fire on top. | 

Pres. Parsons 
went all over th 
the build ing | 
giving the 
alarm and in a W 
short time, yyith 
ihe assistance 
of opice, the 
sludents and 
their professors wcre out of 
the huilding in good order. 

At tlie time of the fire there 
approximately 800 pupils at- 
tending classes. In the Normal 
School proper there was an 
enrollment at the time of 625, 
wilh 175 enrolled in the Train- 
ing School, making the 800 
tolat. 

The news that the Normal 
School was on fire caused the 
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Normal School Fire Loss 


t $225,000 


By DOROTHY J. CLARK 


The most unfortunate single catastrope that could have happened to Terre 
Haule at the time occurred the morning of April 9th, 1888, when the fine State 
Normal School building, an institution in which not only the people of Terre Haute 
but those from all parts of the: state had taken just pride, was destroyed by fire. 
Nothing was left to tell the short but fearful story of ruin by fierce flames but 
the bare and blackened walls. 

The alarm was turned in a few minutes before 9 am. from Box 15 at the 
corner of Seventh and Eagle streets. A second alarm sent in from Box 31 called 
out the entire fire department to the scene. 


VizL Wi 


greatest excitement and 
crowds rushed to the scene 
only to find that it was impos- 
sible to save the building. 

When the fire was first no- 
ticed it was on top of the 
building and had apparently 
started in the attic among the 
rafters. It could have been 
extinguished, probably with- 
out much loss, had the fire- 
men bcen able to get at the 
seat of the flames proniptly. 
The hatchway to the atlic was 
locked with a large hasp and 
staple, and the firemen, after 
trying in vain to open it, 
chopped through with an axe. 
Valuable time was lost and 
{he flames spread so rapidly 
that it was not long before the 
firemen were forced back. 

Chemicat Engine Company 
and Hose Companies 4 and 5 
kept up streams of water in 
the third story for half an hour 
until Chief Hunter ordered 
them out, fearing falling tim- 
bers. The firemen were actu- 
ally driven down the stairway 
by the flames. 


In a very few minutes a 
tongue of flames shot out of 
the hallway facing 6th St. This 
told the excited crowd that all 
hope of saving the building 
was lost. It was surprising 
how quickly the seemingly 
substantial and  mammoth 
brick building burned for it 
went like tinder. Several ex- 
plosions of chemicals at inter- 
vals plainly told that the lab- 
oratory on the third floor was 
burning. 

Outside, the firemen turned 
Several streams on the build- 
ing, but they could not reach 
ihe flames. By 9:30 the entire 
building was a mass of 
flames, the interior walls and 
floors were falling. Black 
clouds of smoke, cinders and 
burning fragments were fall- 
ing on all the surrounding 
buildings on Eagle St. and on 
6th and even as (ar as 4th and 
a number of houses were on 
fire in several places, but for- 
tunately the rain prevented 
other serious damage. 
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Community Affairs File 


When the firemen realized 


yond hope they turned their 
attention to the smaller fires. 
Hose Companies 4 and 5 and 
the Chemical Company barely 
escaped from the building be- 
fore the roof began falling. 
The “Fives” lost six sections 
of hose. The extension ladder 
was burned before it could be 
lowered and Frank Fedder- 
son, nozzleman of the Chemi- 
cal, had his arm broken by 
falling slate. 

Most astonishing was the 
fact that there was not a cent 
of insurance carried on the 
building or upon any of its 
contents. The cily and state 
jointly erected the building, 
the city donating the ground 
aud $50,000 and the two had 
quarreled over the question 
as lo whose duty it was to in- 
sure it, until it was too late “to 
Jock the barn door!" 

Tolal loss was estimated at 
$225,000. The building cost 
$189,000, the library of 2,000 
volumes was worth four or 
five thousand dollars. 

It was ironic that Brokaw 
Bros.' delivery wagon was en- 
tering the side gate containing 
$110 worth of wallpaper for 
the building when the driver 
saw the flames. 

The origin of the fire was 
believed to have been a defec- 
tive flue which caught the raf- 
ters on fire. 


the Normal Building was be- | 
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CHIMES SET, SCHOLARSHIP FUND, BOOK AND TORCH 


SANFORD M. KELTNER, 


In a spirit of gratitude and 
reverence toward those heroic 
servants of education, William 
Wood Parsons ‘and Howard San- 
dison, the students, alumni and 
friends of the Indiana State Nor- 
mal School of Terre Haute will 
take occasion Thursday to pay 
tribute to theim memory in com- 
mencement week. Dr. Parsons 
was president of the school for 
thirty-six years, with Dr. Sandi- 
son, his friend and co-worker, 
serving for that period as vice- 
president. 

As a result of a movement begun 


two yearg ago, $25,000 was ralsed 


for a fund to be used In the perpet- 
uation of the memory of these men. 
Thursday, to be known as Alumni 
day, wii! see the realization of the 
original plans, for in the name of 
these two benefactors a set of 
Deagan Tower chimes wil] bbe dedi- 


cated and a memorial scholarship 
fund made 


available to worthy 
young men and women in need of 
tinancial assistance to complete 


their courses of study, 
Lighted Plaques in Hall. 


Two bronze tablets will be un- 


veiled, one bearing the bas-relief 
portraits of President Parsons and 
Vice-President Sandison, to com- 
memorate the installation of the 
chimes, and the other in the form of 
a large open book, Hghted by the 
torch of learning, to commemorate 
the creation of the scholarship fund. 
These two plaques will be hung in 
the hall of the administration build- 
ing and lighted by reflectors. 

The scholarship fund, to be known 
as the Parsons-Sandison Living Me- 
morial Scholarship Fund, amounts 
to approximately $10,000 at the 
present time. The term “living” Is 
applicable becauSe the fund carries 
with it provisions whereby each 
senior class may leave a gift of $500 
or more to be added to the original 
fund. 

In connection with this annual 
presentation to the ,school a “Book 
and Torch” ceremony has been ar- 
ranged, in which both students and 
alumni participate. On Founders 
day, January 6, the president of the 


^ CUSPOM BEGUN IN MEMORY OF NORMAL OFFICERS, 
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HOWARD SANDISON. 


.MEMORIAL - 


To: 


CHIMES MEMORIAL TABLET 


containing tributes written by oma» 
tlonally known edugators to Pres 
dent Parsons and Dr. Sandison, ` 


1927 Class Gives $1,000. - 


Alumni day the class president 
returns the book and torch, and at 
this time makes the formal pre- 


sentation of the class gift to the 
scholarship fund. This year's grad- 
uating class, whose president is 
Herbert Lamb, of Terre Haute, wlll 
contribute $1,000. Edgar Webb, of 
Indianapolis, is president of the 
alumni association. 

In the opinion of Linnzus N. 
Hines, now president of the Normal 
School, this ceremony, beautiful in 
its symbolism, will become a tradi- 
tion and inspiration for succeeding 
generations, and will keep green the 
memory of the great work of these 
men, to whom jt fs dedicated. 

The Hving memorial tablet, cast 
in the shape ofea book whose pages 


are kept open by a torch, bears the 
following inscription: 


' 


alumni each year presents to the "Parsons-Sandison Living 
president sof me senior class a Memorial. 

charge to keep faith with the ideals e s f 
and purposes of the founders of the This memorial is established in 
institution. With this charge the| Memory of the benefactors of 
student president receives a lighted| this institution. 


bronze torch,and a memorial book 
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“The members of the faculty 


;the teachers of Indiana and 
through these teachers ministered 
to mankind, 


“The members of the alumni đe- 
parted from this life. who in their 
labors in behalf of the children 
of our state and nation, Joyally 
sustained the high ideals here 
held aloft. 


"To commemorate these bene- 
factors a memorial scholarship 
fund has been created by the 
alumni, , faculty, students and 
friends of the Indiana State Nor- 
mal School for the aid of worthy 
students who need financial assis- 
tance to heln them to completa 
their course. 


“This Living Memorial in loving 
tribute to the splendid achieve- 
ments of our. men and women 
whose exalted service has hon- 
ored this college will continue to 
grow so long as gratitude remains 
in the hearts of men." 

The chimes, which cost $13,500, In- 
clude twenty pipes and have the 
Westmlnster attachments to strike 
the how, half hour, and quarter 
hour. Through a special electrical 
arrangement, each day at sunset the 
chimes will play “On the Banks of 
the Wabash,” the favorite Hoosier 
song, written by Paul Dresser, 
now deceased who so nobly served 
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native of Terre Haute. The key- 
board is in the chapel hal. 

The dedicatory chimes program 
which will begin Thursday at 4 p. m. 
will be played by Murvin Leroy 
Jones, of Chicago, The numbers 
wil include “America,” “On the 
Banks of „the Wabash,” Onward 
Christian Soldiers,” "At Dawning," 
“In the Gloaming,” “A Mighty 
Fortress*Is Our God," “Auld Lang 
Syne,” "Lead Kindly Light," “Lon- 
donberry Air,” “Long, Long Ago,” 
“Glorious Things of Thee Are 
Spoken,” “The Sunshine of Your 
Smile,” “Abide With Me,” "There's 
a Long, Long Trail," and “The Star 
Spangled Banner.” 

The chtmes memorial tablet car- 
ries the following inscription be- 
neath the portraits of President 
Parsons and Doctor Sandison: 
“These chimes were installed as 
a memorial to President William 
Wood Parsons and  Vice-Presi- 
dent Howard Sandison, who mould- 
ed the educational ideals for thous- 
ands of students and set a high 
standard for the profession of 
teaching throughout the state and 
country.” 

Members of the memorials com- 
mittee through whose earnestness 
of purpose and co-operation the 
Parsons-Sandison ,memorlals are 
made possible, includes President 
Hines, Edgar Webb of the alumni; 
V. R. Mullins, Terre Haute; Homer 
L. Cook,.indlanapolis; Miss Blanche 
Merry, Indianapolis; Sampson G. 
Smith, Connersvilie; L. E. Kelly, 
Montpelier; Miss Carrie Browder, 
IndianapSlis; Miss Lena Swope, 
Indianapolis: Miss Elizabeth Kirby, 
Indianapolis; Mrs. Charlotte Bur- 
ford, Terre Haute; John S. Hussey, 
Indianapolfs, and L. D. Owens, Indi- 
anapolis. a 
Tributes and Eulogies, b 

Preserved in the memorial bodk 
which will be kept from year to 
year in:& specially constructed capi- 
net in the president's office are tfi- 
butes and eulogies to the two noted 
educators written by nationally 
recognized men both jn the teaching 
profession and otħer professions. 
The school feels its debt of grati- 
tude to its benefactors. As one quo- 
tation ‘from the book expressed it, 
“rarely in the world’s history has it 
been found that two such close 
friends have been permitted to work 
so long together and to do so great 
& piece of constructive work.” 

Among those who have written 
unstintingly in their praise of the 
two men whom they count it their 
good fortune to have known are: 
President Hines, Everett Sanders, 
secretary to President Cooldge; 
Robert’ J. Aley, president of Butler 
College; W. A. Millis, president `of 
Hanover College; Bishop Edwin H. 
Hughes, of Chicago; Lawrence Mc- 
Turnan, of Indianapolis; William 
Lowe Bryan, president of Indiana 
Univereity; Curtis A. Hodges, gen- 
eral manager of The Indianapolis 
News; EB. Bryan, president of Ohio 
Univeraity; L. D. Coffin, president 
of Minnesota University; Charles S. 
Meek, superintendent of schools of 
Toledot J, Howard Wagner, super- 
intendent of schools of Alaska; 
Charles A. Greathouse, secretary of 
the board of trustees of the Normal 
School; Charles F. Miller, state 
superintendent of schools, and J. F. 
Thornton, superintendent pf the In- 
dianapolis public schools. ; 

Miss Mary Moran, of the English 
department, wrote the biography of 
President Parsons which appears in 
the book and Professor J. B. Wisely 
wrote that of Dr. Sandison. 

Mr. Webb willl preside at the ded- 
{eatory services, which will begin at 
2 p. m. The State Normal School 
Orchestra will provide the musical 
numbers under the direction of Pro- 
fessor L. M. Tilson. The Rev. John 
S. Hussey will pronounce the invo- 
cation. President Hines will wel- 
come the alumni and visitors pre- 
ceding the address of Governor Ed 
Jackson. ; 

Others who will speak include 
Charles F. Miller, state superintend- 
ent of public instruction; Marcus 
Dickey, lecturer and biographer of 
James Whitcomb Riley; President 
Bryan, of Indiana University; Miss 
Blanche Merry, state attendance of- 
ficer, and Herbert Lamb, of the 
senior class, "The Rev, Israe! Hat- 
ton will prenounce the benediction. 

As the chimes ring for the first 
time Mrs. W. F, Hughes, of the 
class of 1$98, will read a tribute to! 
the school Sanford M. Keltner, of 
Anderson, president of the State 
Normal School board, also will take 
part in the program, 
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